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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6^50 Cecil Avenue, Sc. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 22, 1988 


Mr. Alvin Rust 

311 South Main Street 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

I am giving a lecture to a group of Mormons in St. Louis, Missouri, on 
Mormon currency. I previously gave one about 25 years ago. 

I would like to know from you exactly which pieces in your book are now 
known to be Hoffmann items. Would you be nice enough to let me know 
if the matter has already been published. That would be equally helpful, 
but the articles in Maine Antique Digest are my source for the present 
and those are not sufficiently detailed. 

Thank you for your help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, .Missouri 63205 




April 22, 1988 


Mr. Alvin Rust 

311 South Main Street 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

I am giving a lecture to a group of Mormons in St. Louis, Missouri, on 
Mormon currency. I previously gave one about 25 years ago. 

I would like to know from you exactly which pieces in your book are now 
known to be Hoffmann items. Would you be nice enough to let me know 
if the matter has already been published. That would be equally helpful, 
but the articles in Maine Antique Digest are my source for the present 
and those are not sufficiently detailed. 

Thank you for your help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, .^iissouri 63/05 


May 4, 1988 


Mr. Alvin E. Rust 
Rust Rare Coin Co. 

369 South Main 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

Thank you very much for your April 29, 1988 letter in answer to my 
April 22, 1988 inquiry about Utah currency matters. Your letter has 
been carefully read and your book reread. It is such an interesting 
subject; may I ask a few more questions. 

First: One page 80, you have a table of Deseret currency issuance. 

Was this taken from genuine church archives or not? Were there any genu 
denominations of $5, 10, 20, 50 or 100 known before the Hoffman period? 

Second: You wrote that the Smith token (Fig. 40) was false and that 
Figs. 41 and 42 are made of the same material and are the same size and 
weight. You said Fig. 43 was false and omitted Fig. 42. Is 42 also 
false and what is the variety difference between 41 and 42? 

Third: You stated Figs. 86 and 87 were found both genuine and false. 

Are your illustrations of the genuine or not? You omitted comment on 
88, but listed 87 twice. Was 88 made falsely too? 

Fourth: Is anyone else studying the pieces other than yourself at this 

time? 

Needless to say, I am fascinated by the problems and I have further in¬ 
quiries. I look forward to hearing from you and if I can be of help, 
please let me know. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Cecil Avenue. Sc. Louis, '^fissouri 6^ioy 


May 4, 1988 


Mr. Alvin E. Rust 
Rust Rare Coin Co. 

369 South Main 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

Thank you very much for your April 29, 1988 letter in answer to my 
April 22, 1988 inquiry about Utah currency matters. Your letter has 
been carefully read and your book reread. It is such an interesting 
subject; may I ask a few more questions. 

First: One page 80, you have a table of Deseret currency issuance. 

Was this taken from genuine church archives or not? Were there any genuine 
enominations of $5, 10, 20, 50 or 100 known before the Hoffman period? 

Second; You wrote that the Smith token (Fig. 40) was false and that 
Figs. 41 and 42 are made of the same material and are the same size and 
weight. You said Fig. 43 was false and omitted Fig. 42. Is 42 also 
false and what is the variety difference between 41 and 42? 

Third: You stated Figs. 86 and 87 were found both genuine and false. 

Are your illustrations of the genuine or not? You omitted comment on 
88, but listed 87 twice. Was 88 made falsely too? 

Fourth: Is anyone else studying the pieces other than yourself at this 


Needless to say, I am fascinated by the problems and I have further in 
quiries. I look forward to hearing from you and if I can be of help 
please let me know. ’ 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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American Numismatic Association 

WORLD'S LARGEST ORGANIZATION FOR COLLECTORS OF COINS, TOKENS, MEDALS & PAPER MONEY 


Written in our 97th Year 
May 17, 1988 


Mr. Eric P. Mewman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St.' Louis, MO 6310 5 

Dear Eric: 


I accept your kind invitation to help you in any v/ay possible 
in exploring the Hofmann forgeries. Mot that T knov7 anything 
about them, but because I always enjoy working with you on any 
project. 

Aside from reading Rust's book and a little familarity with 
some of the common paper pieces, all that I know on the subject 
has come from the newspaper accounts of Hofmann, and from a few 
Morman friends (including Rust). Thus, T can start with a fresh 
and open mind on the subject. 

In your letter to Rust you question #42 and #43. I believe 
that #42 is probably a contempory piece although I never knew 
exactly its purpose or issuer. It has been around for a long 
time and I knew of it at least in the 1950's. 

Number 43, on the other hand, has the initials PH added to 
the field below the hands. This is supposed to be for Peter 
Haws. The variety was not recorded before Hofmann's time and is 
probably one of his concoctions. 

I was suprised that Rust did not include #65 on his list of 
forgeries. Is there any reason to exclude it? I have made up a 
list of other items that should at least be explored. Mot that I 
have any solid evidence against them, but just a feeling based on 
type style, rarity and general appearance. These are my 
candidates for study and questions: #33, 126, 156, 157, 158, 

162, 167, 168, 169, 170. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Watson 
DW:KB:kmd 


818 North Cascade Avenue • Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 • 303/632-2646 









ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, Sl. Louis, Missouri 


June 1, 1988 


Mr. Alvin E. Rust 
Rust Rare Coin Co. 

369 South Main 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

It was very pleasant talking to you and I look forward to meeting you 
in Cincinnati. Since talking to you, I have read the book Salamander 
and have also read Hofmann's Confession . 

We were discussing the Presidential Campaign Token of Joseph Smith, Jr. 
dated 1844. It is not listed in the book on Presidential Tokens written 
by DeWitt. I am very interested in learning when it first appeared. 

I do not find it in the index of "The Numismatist". I wonder if it has 
ever been written up. 

I hope you are able to arrange for our museum to have a Hoffman forgery 
of a paper money item as that would go well in our counterfeit and forgery 
section. The U. S. counterfeits would also fit well into an existing 
collection and be safe from further distribution. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310^ 


July 25, 1988 


Mr. Alvin E. Rust 

369 So. Main Street 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

I enjoyed your presentation in Cincinnati and also admired your 
courage in giving it. I was glad to meet you. 

I am enclosing $2 for the supplement which you were short of in 
Cincinnati. Please send a copy. 

As to your giving us an example of a Hoffmann forgery for our museum, 
you indicated that it might be needed for evidence or for testing 
and I want to assure you it will not be disposed of by us and will 
be available for any use either you, the public authorities or 
any researcher may need it for. Would you send it to us on such 
an understanding. We would like to display it as we think it would 
be of great interest. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 



EPN:bv 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


July 25, 1988 


Mr. Alvin E. Rust 

369 So. Main Street 

Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Dear Mr. Rust: 

I enjoyed your presentation in Cincinnati and also admired your 
courage in giving it. I was glad to meet you. 

I am enclosing $2 for the supplement which you were short of in 
Cincinnati. Please send a copy. 

As to your giving us an example of a Hoffmann forgery for our museum, 
you indicated that it might be needed for evidence or for testing 
and I want to assure you it will not be disposed of by us and will 
be available for any use either you, the public authorities or 
any researcher may need it for. Would you send it to us on such 
an understanding. We would like to display it as we think it would 
be of great interest. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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The-Americaw Numismatic -Soci ety 

(FOUNDED 1858 • INCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway-AT ISS^^-Street 

New York-N.Y. 10032 ' , 


July 28, 1988 

Mr, Eric P. Newman J, 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 

Dear Eric, c, . .. 

-- I had a call from Margo at 2:00 Thursday with a message for you and 
learned from Alan Stahl that you alreadyii^dh^your way back home. Margo had 
talked to Ruth Bauer about "the Salt Lake business" and Ruthl-just called her 
to say Harry Forman had some interesting information to share 'with you, and 
you only. Harry would like you to give him a call when convenient for you. 

Always nice seeing you and espcially hearing you! The students seemed 
to enjoy your presentation as I heard many commenting on the topic in the 
lunchroom over their 157th Street noshes. 


Cordially yours, 

Sande Elinson 
Development Officer 
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THE STATIONERY HOUSE, INC., 1000 FLORIOA AVB., HAGERSTOWN, MD 21741 
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